
     “Reading should not be presented to children as a chore, a duty. It should be offered as a gift.”   
-Kate DiCamillo  

 

 
 
Thank you, Blueberry families! Through your generosity, the PTO was able to fund one copy of our 
“ONE BOOK, ONE SCHOOL” summer reading selection for every family! 
 
After pouring through countless number of books I kept returning to... 

 
Maxi’s Secrets (Or, What You Can Learn From A Dog) by Lynn Plourde 

About MAXI’S SECRETS   from the author. 

Set in small-town Maine, Maxi's Secrets is a heartfelt story about a large, lovable 
dog who changes the life of a loudmouth, little boy while divulging just how many 
secrets the animals we love can reveal to us about being human. 
 
The story is about an often bullied boy named Timminy who moves to a new town 
just in time to begin middle school.  After the move, his family adopts Maxi, a 
gentle giant who the family quickly discovers is deaf.  
 
Timminy is determined to help Maxi get through life and be her rock, yet when the 
going gets rough, Maxi ends up being the one there to be strong and help Timminy 
- along with their neighbor Abby, who never lets her blindness define her. 
 

Maxi's Secrets is a wonderful story that teaches us that there's more to everyone than what's on the surface - whether 
it's Abby, Maxi, or Timminy himself.  And while the book was written for middle-grade aged children, it's certainly one 
that folks of all ages will truly enjoy. 
 
Praise from School Library Journal- (at the end of every chapter there is a “secret”- very much like Mr. Browne’s precepts in the book Wonder) 
“The secrets are little gems, providing food for thought . . . The characters are fully developed, and the delicate subjects of 
bullying and disabilities are dealt with deftly and with humor. The story would make a great read-aloud, as Plourde has 
created humorous and believable characters that readers will be cheering for . . . Will have wide appeal to dog lovers and 
those looking for a feel-good tale of overcoming adversity.” 

 



 
 
 
Finding the perfect book that is suitable and will appeal to all of our students, 

Kindergarten through fifth grade, is nearly impossible. We realize our selection of  Maxi’s Secrets 
by Lynn Plourde may be a stretch for many of our readers; not only because of vocabulary but 
also topics and themes that may provoke questions. Our intent in choosing this book is that it is 
read aloud as a family.  As the adult, take poetic license and change words to fit the tempo of your 
household.  

 
Please join Ms. Bostian and me on Tuesday July 17 at 9:30am at Bliss Park to discuss 

chapters 1-5 and read chapter 6 together! 
 
When we return to school we hope to connect with Lynn Plourde.  A visit may not fit our 

budget, but hopefully we can skype or communicate with her on some level.  Additionally, we 
would like to continue the conversation about disabilities with our BHS community.  

 
I hope you enjoy this Summer’s selection. Best wishes for a safe and happy Summer! 

- Moira Joyce, Library/Media Specialist 
 

Below please find some discussion questions and activities to go with Maxi’s Secrets. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 




